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 SN-38 is an active metabolite of Irinotecan, a 
topoisomerase 1 inhibitor.

 Irinotecan, in turn, was developed as a more 
water soluble analogue of the natural product 
camptothecin.

 Irinotecan is included in the WHO list of essential 
medicines for the treatment of colorectal cancer.

 As of April 2020, SN-38 was approved as an 
antibody-drug conjugate (Trodelvy) for the 
treatment of triple-negative breast cancer.
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