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DOTW: Methylphenidate (Ritalin®)
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- identified as CNS stimulant in 1954

- used first to treat barbiturate-induced coma, narcolsepy,

- named drug after his wife Rita who used it for low blood pressure
depression, and memory deficits in elderly; eventually used to :

treat ADHD (starting 1960s)

- first synthesized in 1944 by Leandro Panizzon at Novartis

- metabolism: ester hydrolyzed to phenyl-piperidine acetic acid
(PPA), which has little or no pharmacologic activity
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