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‒ METEI (Medical Expedition to Easter Island), a Canadian-led 

expedition to Easter Island in 1964, led to the discovery of 

rapamycinthis.

‒ Discovered as an antibiotic produced by an aerobic Gram-positive 

soil bacterium, specifically Streptomyces hydroscopicus AY B-994 

[NRRL 5491].

‒ Immunosuppressant & antiproliferative effects.

‒ FDA approved (1999), treat kidney cancer (2007),

     “fountain of youth” (2009). Now owned by Pfizer.

Rapamycin or “sirolimus” (brand name: Rapamune).
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Team Rapamycin Celebration Dinner (1993)

with Stephanie Meyer, Daniel Romo, Laura Romo, 

Donna Johnson, Stuart Schreiber (left to right; inset: 

Dr. Tetsuo Miwa who had returned to Japan).
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